XIII.   ABOUT NEWSPAPERS
BY H. G. WELLS
From The Work, Wealth and Happiness of Mankind
HEBE is a passage about newspapers by the most
stimulating English writer of today, and it interests us
because we know that newspapers will play a larger part
every year in our national life. Mr Wells is concerned
with the English newspaper, the morning daily with a
circulation of a million copies and the evening paper with
perhaps seven or eight editions from noon till eight at
night. We in India have as yet no newspaper organization
so complicated, but what he says here will help us to
read our newspapers wisely. Now this is a most important
duty in the daily life of the educated citizen. Nor is it
an easy duty. Addision in his essay * The Political
Upholsterer' gives us a picture of the foolish type of
newspaper-reader who believes all he sees in print. The
good reader always uses his intelligence to sift truth from
the mass of opinion his newspaper thrusts upon him.
No doubt the modern newspaper has found retailing
the unimportant and exciting, more to its advantage
than studiously balanced statement. But how far
newspapers, even if they are conducted on absolutely
mercenary lines, can venture to be trivial depends upon
the general moral and intellectual atmosphere. Even
our most tawdry and sensational prints retain the